The Gem and Jewelry Institute of Thailand (Public Organization)
Hosted The Exquisite Gem Connectivity or GIT 2014
On Monday 8th December 2014, at Holiday Inn Hotel in Chiang Mai, the Gem and Jewelry
Institute of Thailand (Public Organization) or GIT hosted the 4 th International Gem and Jewelry
Conference under the theme “Exquisite Gem Connectivity”.
General Patthamapong Prathompat, the assistant to the minister of the Ministry of
Commerce, presided the opening ceremony and stated “the gem and jewelry industry is one of
the industries that is very significant for Thailand’s economic growth. In 2 0 1 3 , gem and jewelry
products were ranked 3 rd of the country’s most important export products with more than
300,000 million Baht export value. The industry’s strengths are mainly labor skills and quality of
products. As such, the values of Thailand’s gem and jewelry products have been continuously
increased. The GIT 2014 event is an excellent opportunity for creating relationship at international
level, exchange of knowledge, and bringing opportunity to initiate any cooperation that may
emerge within this conference.”
Dr. Pornsawat Wathanakul, the Director of The Gem and Jewelry Institute of Thailand, has
stated concerning the GIT 2 0 1 4 that “the objective of this event is to serve as the venue for
meetings, distributions, exchanges, and transfers of gem and jewelry information from experts,
researchers, designers, marketing personnel, investors, and administrators of academic
organizations, research institutions, as well as gem and jewelry entrepreneurs from all over the
world. The conference is organized and presented via lectures, with more than 3 0 topics, by
renowned experts and world-class gemologists as well as exhibitions of more than 40 technical
posters of relevant works. Besides, there were field visits to the sources of color stones and gem
and jewelry markets in Lampang, Prae, and Sukhothai provinces. There were more than 2 5 0
participants from 25 countries. I wish this conference shall achieve its set objective, which include
being a venue for exchange of knowledge on gem and jewelry as well as progressively creating
relationship and cooperation at international.

The 4th international academic conference was held during 8 – 12 December 2014. The
conference started by presentations of academic works via lectures and technical posters
exhibition on 8 – 9 December 2014 at Holiday Inn Chiangmai and then followed by field visits to
the gem fields as well as the gem and jewelry markets in Lampang, Prae, and Sukhothai provinces.
The institute has received supports from honored and respected exports from both Thailand and
foreign countries that present their works, which include;
1. Mr.Prida Tiasuwan
Chairman of Panda Jewelry Co., Ltd. (Public Company)
“The Role of AEC in Global Gem and Jewelry Market"
2. Mr. Jean Claude Michelou
International Colored Gemstone Association (ICA) Vice President
"Past, Present and Future Prospects of World's Colored Stones"
3. Mr. Burak Casmak
Vice President of Corporate Responsibility,
Corporate Communication and Design Service,Swarovski
"Corporate Responsibility in the Gems and Jewelry Business: From Mine to Market"
4. Mr. Franco Pianegonda
CEO of Franco Pianegonda
“Jewelry Designs: Creativity in Action”
5. Mr.Thomas Nyborg
Managing Director, Pandora Thailand
“Developing at 10,000 Pieces ofJewelry per Hour”
6. Prof. Dr. Lutz Nasdala
Professor for Mineralogy and Spectroscopy,
Institute of Mineralogy and Crystallography,University of Vienna, Austria
“Raman Micro–Spectroscopy of Diamond”

In the conference, GIT has organized charity activities via auctions of 3 drawings done by
elephants in order to allow all conference participants to take art of such charity activity and all
income, without deduction of any expenses, was given to the Thai Elephant Conservation Center
(TECC) and Dr. Pornsawat Wathanakul, the institute’s Director presented 1 0 7 ,3 4 0 Baht to the
TECC in Lampang province as supports for more than 2,700 Thai elephants.

On 10 – 12 December 2014, the participants visited the Mon Hin Larn Pee (a million years
old rocky hill) and gem field in Prae province. The participants of this field trip had opportunity
to observe gem dredging by local people and also participated in geological survey of the area
that is recognized as the last gem field of the country.

In addition, the field trip participants had opportunity to visit Ban Thong Somsamai and
Ban Thong Somsak in order to see the production of Sukhothai Gold, which has a unique and
outstanding. The field trip participants were very interested in these production.

